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Essex Quarry Nature Preserve

Thanks to Terry Dinnan and Marty Illick and many generous donors, Champlain Area Trails
(CATS) purchased Essex Quarry on December 26, 2019 to create a nature preserve that protects
its natural, geological, paleontological, and historical features and provide hiking/skiing trails for
people to enjoy year-round.

On June 26, 2021, CATS formally opened the preserve. People begin their hikes at a kiosk with
an informative panel that provides a short history of the quarry and a map showing these four
color-coded trails:

e The Bluestone Trail (blue markers) takes you to and circles the quarry.

e The Red Trail is a woodland loop trail beginning on the west side of the quarry. It leads to
and then makes a circle which takes you back to the Bluestone Trail or you can branch off it
and get on the...

e Green Trail, which leads through forest to and along the northern property line where you’ll
look out over farmland and end up back on the Bluestone Trail.

¢ The Yellow Trail is a short loop trail that spurs off the Green Trail. It goes though forest and
along an old stone wall.

Essex Quarry is on Lakeshore Road in the Town of Essex, % mile south of the blinking light at
the intersection of Route 22 and Lakeshore Road.

Directions to Essex Quarry Nature Preserve:

A preferred way to get to the Quarry is to park at the parking lot cross from the NY-VT Ferry
(just north of the blinking light). From there you take the “Bluestone Trail” through Essex to the
Quarry. You’ll walk by historic and architecturally significant buildings, many with Essex Quarry
stones in them. From the parking lot, walk south on Lakeshore Road for a half-mile to the
Preserve which will be on your right.

To park at Essex Quarry, from the intersection of Route 22 and Lakeshore Road, go south on
Lakeshore Road for %4 mile to the preserve which will be on your right. Pull into the driveway
and park in the parking lot.

Board of Directors: John Davis, Mike Derrick, Vincent DuPont, Dan Keegan, Janet Mallon,
Annie McKinley, David McNamara, Rob Powell, Martha Smiles, Steven Shepstone
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